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PASTOR’S THOUGHTS 
 

This Sunday, May 7, is Older Adult Ministry Sunday in our church, 

and in many Presbyterian Churches around the county. A special 

Sunday, once a year, helps us to pause to appreciate and give thanks 

for the Older Adults in our church family. We will also celebrate 

those in our midst who have been members of Pennington Presbyter-

ian for 50 or more years. Rev. John White from Princeton Theologi-

cal Seminary is returning as our guest preacher. A team of folks from 

OAM, with the assistance of Rev. Nancy Schluter, have planned the 

liturgy, selected the hymns, and extended invitations for people to as-

sist in worship. Thank you all in advance! 

 

One of the interesting questions that gets batted around is, “How old 

is older?”  When should you think of yourself as an “older adult?”  

There is no single answer to that. If we asked AARP’s advice, many 

of us might be surprised to find ourselves in the older adult category! 

The same question is asked of young adults. When is the time to stop 

calling yourself a young adult? At thirty? Forty?  Each of us has a 

perspective on age in general and our own in particular. For some, 

each birthday is a celebration and we love having many candles on 

the cake. Others wish for the days when the candles were both fewer 

and easier to blow out with one breath.   

 

In the Nicene Creed, we state our faith with confidence saying, “We 

believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life.” As Christians 

we know that life itself is a tremendous gift and all our days are lived 

with the Holy One. We do our best to live this one life to its fullest, 

with gratitude and love. 

 

In 1985, hymn writer John Ylvisaker wrote a hymn called “I Was 

There to Hear Your Borning Cry.” May his words (continued on page 8) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OF SPECIAL INTEREST IN THIS EDITION 

■ Pennington Day (2) ■ Looking Forward to Confirmation Sunday (4)  

■ April in Pictures (3) ■ Update from Mission (3) ■ Stewardship Update (4) 

 ■ Vacation Bible School deadline (5) ■ Older Adult Sunday (6)  

■ Musical Ministry (8) ■ For Parents of Young Children (8) 

■ Pancake Breakfast for Parents of Young Children (8)  

Pennington Presbyterian 

F A I T H    C O M M U N I T Y    S E R V I C E  



  

REGULAR WEEKLY  

SCHEDULE  
Sunday – 10:15 AM 

 
FOLLOWED BY FELLOWSHIP 

HOUR 
 

Childcare Available  

from 8:45 am 
 

Please sign up to provide re-

freshments for Fellowship Hour. 

Sign-up after church in Upper 

Titus. 
 

Please keep current on your 

stewardship pledge & Per Cap-

ita ($32.98) payments. It sup-

ports PPC cash flow  

and is greatly appreciated 

 

 

CHURCH STAFF/CONTACT 

Pastor:  

Nancy Mikoski  
 

Associate Pastor of Christian Education 

David Hallgren 

Music Director: 

William Alford 

Office Administrator &  

FOCUS Editor: Eva Szakal 
 

Financial Administrator 

Pam Paluzzi 

Office phone: 609-737-1221 

Fax: 609-730-9665 

E-mail: office@pennpres.org 

Web: www.pennpres.org 

www.Facebook.com/pennpres  

 

13 S Main Street 

Pennington, NJ 08534 

 

 

 

CHILDREN AND YOUTH CHURCH SCHOOL  

Sundays at 9 am for ages 3 through high school. 

Last class for this season is May 21. 

 
 

 

 

10:15 AM SUNDAY 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE  
 

 

5/7 

Older Adult Sunday 

“By Name” 

Rev. Dr. John White 

(communion) 

5/14 Rev. David Hallgren 

5/21 

Youth Musical – Genesis 

and Gloria Deo Ensembles 

“By the Sea” (See page 8.) 

5/28 Rev. Nancy Mikoski 

6/4 

Rev. Nancy Mikoski 

Pentecost Sunday 

Confirmation Sunday 

(communion) 

 

 

WEEKLY CHOIR REHEARSALS  
See page 7 for expected seasonal schedule changes.  

 Bell Choir –Thursdays, 6:45 pm (All ability levels welcome. If 

you’re interested, contact Laura McMillan at lmcmillan@lawrence-

ville.org.)  

 Adult Choir - Thursday, 8:00 p.m. 

 Gloria Deo Choir (grades 6-12) – Thursdays, 6:45 PM 

 Cherub Ensemble (pre-K-1st grade) during worship after Time 

with Children  
 Genesis Ensemble (grades 2-5) after worship (during fellowship 

hour.) 

 If you are interested or have questions, please contact our Director of 

Music, Bill Alford, at pennpresmusic@gmail.com. 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
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PPC Booths in front of  

205 S. Main Street  
 

Buy cotton candy  

to help PPC youth missions. 
 

Saturday, May 20 

10 am to 4 pm 
 

Check out the Facebook page 

and then come out and meet 

your neighbors! 

 

PPC Book Group – meeting in Reception Room at 7 pm 
May 15:“The Book of Joy” by Dalai Lama and Desmond Tutu 

June 19:“The Last Days of Night” by Graham Moore 

July 17: “A Man Called Ove” by Fredrik Backman 

August 21: short stories - TBD 

 
 

 

ADULT CHURCH SCHOOL 
 

Thoughtful Christian (Sundays at 9 am) (see page 8 for details) 

The last class for this CE year is on May 21. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 14 

 

 

http://www.pennpres.org/
http://www.facebook.com/pennpres
mailto:lmcmillan@lawrenceville.org
mailto:lmcmillan@lawrenceville.org
mailto:pennpresmusic@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/PenningtonDayinMay/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

APRIL IN PICTURES 

  

 

APRIL IN PICTURES 

 

Update on Mission @ PPC 

 

 

 

 

Cherub Ensemble Sang  

on Palm Sunday 
Thank you to our photographers. 

Keep up the great work! 

The Mission Committee thanks everyone for the contributions to special offerings and collections since January!  
 

*In February, you donated clothing to the Rescue Mission to help people be warm and comfortable this winter. 

* On April 5th, a dinner and presentation was held with guests from the Mar Elias Educational Institution in Is-

rael. Those attending contributed $340; $260 was added from the Peacemaking line item of the Mission budget 

for a total of $600.  This will provide two scholarships to the school. 

* You donated food and/or funds to fill food boxes for 30 students at the Children's Day School and their fami-

lies to have over spring break. The items in each box totaled approximately $45, for a total cost of $1,350.  Your 

contributions covered $1,200 worth of healthy food, and the Mission Committee added $150 from the Children's 

Day School line item in our budget. 

*On Palm Sunday, you gave $1582 to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance through our One Great Hour of Sharing 

offering.  These funds will help our denomination respond to emergencies in the USA and worldwide. 

* On Easter, you gave $2,458 to our Easter Offering.  The Mission Committee is adding $42 from our emerging 

needs budget line item, enabling us to send $1,000 to Urban Promise of Trenton, $1,000 to Living Waters for 

the World in the Yucatan (where our partners are located), and $500 to the Pennington African Cemetery Asso-

ciation as they seek to preserve access to the cemetery from Main Street.  

* Every month, people from our congregation cook and deliver meals for Homefront, serve lunches at the Tren-

ton Area Soup Kitchen, and bring in food for the Arm-in-Arm red wagons.  Members of the church also partici-

pate in third-Saturday mission work in the Mercer County area. Our next Mission outing will be cotton candy 

sales at Pennington Day, May 20th.  Proceeds will fund our Senior Highs' mission trip to Memphis, TN this 

summer. 

 

Wow!!  Thank you to everyone for walking in the footsteps of Christ and sharing 

love with those around you! 
 
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

PRAYER CHAIN 
 

Did you know that our church offers the 

services of phone or email prayer chain for 

those with a need or for those who wish to 

lift up a joy? 
 

We welcome all to be a part of this mean-

ingful program.  If you are interested, you 

may contact Nancy Lehman at nancy.leh-

man@gmail.com, or Barbara and Dick 

Pratt at 609-737-2767.  
 

KEEP OUR CHURCH FAMILY  

IN YOUR PRAYERS 
 

The family of Maggie Roberts;  

Annie Hunter and Family;  

Cindy Batchelder and Family; Lynne Stives;  

LaCasse Family; Lydia Matthei;  

Joy Brzezynski; the Parsons Family; Bill Schluter; 

Grace Scheetz; the Berkowitz Family; Beth Hutton;  

Ben Cranston; Wayne Fuller; Charles Bryan;  

Nadine and Gary Coleman Family. 
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Almighty Lord, Cover this your child with your sovereign hand, bring 

restoration and healing of body and soul. In Jesus name, Amen. 
 

 
 

 
 

MAY FUNDRAISING EFFORT UNDERWAY FOR EMERGENCY OIL REMEDIATION 

Following up on the oil leak first reported at the church's annual meeting in February, Session approved in 

April a campaign to raise the necessary funds to cover the related remediation costs. Please look this week 

for a letter and pledge card being mailed to all members seeking donations to cover the $73,000 repair ex-

pense incurred for the recently completed remediation. 
  
Caryl Chambers, a member of Session and the Stewardship Committee, spoke from the heart during Wor-

ship on Sunday, April 30. Despite the large, unforeseen expense, and the misfortune of this particular oil-

drip having directly landed on a hidden crack on the concrete platform, she emphasized the blessing that 

the hidden leak itself was discovered early by our facilities team. 
  
A pledge card is included with the letter to be returned a.s.a.p. and not later than Sunday, May 21. 

Please mail to the church office or place in the offering plate during Sunday Worship.  
  
Know also that pledges may be gradually fulfilled at each giver’s discretion until the final deadline of 

February 1, 2018. 
  
Raising this sizable sum requires responses from all; as generous as possible. Caryl also reminded us how 

members of our church jointly share the responsibility to care for our special house of God. Just as with our 

personal residences, emergencies may occur which may require immediate solutions to handle unforeseen 

repairs. 
  
So please respond generously and pray for responses needed from all to help us cover this expense. 
 

mailto:nancy.lehman@gmail.com
mailto:nancy.lehman@gmail.com
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YOUTH GROUPS @ PPC 

 

JUNIOR HIGH SUNDAY NIGHT CENTRAL GROUP 
(meet in Heritage Hall @ 6:30 pm unless otherwise stated) 

SENIOR HIGH GROUP 
(meet in The PIT @ 7:30 pm unless otherwise stated) 

5/7  “Zacebration!” – Fun activities to celebrate 

our year with our Seminarian Zac Calvo 

5/7 May Day – Blessed to be a blessing! Meet @ 

The PIT for this exponential experience. 

5/14, 5/21, 5/28 No Youth Group meetings 

5/20 – Service Day – Help with Cotton Candy Booth at Pennington Day 

6/4  - SNC and Senior High Youth Groups meet at front courtyard at  

6 pm for end of year BBQ 
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CONFIRMATION WILL BE  

ON PENTECOST SUNDAY – JUNE 4 

YOU ARE INVITED TO CELEBRATE AND 

REAFFIRM THE PROMISE OF BAPTISM 
 

Confirmation is a tradition of the Church that 

is connected to vows made at our baptism and 

reflects a student’s process of weighing their 

own understanding and experience of faith in 

God.  We are looking forward to confirming 7 

students on June 4, during the worship service 

at Pennington Presbyterian Church.  These 

students have met together throughout the 

year for 3 retreats, service days, youth group, 

church school and worship.  In our times to-

gether, we shared a lot of information about 

the Christian faith, and who God is and has 

been throughout time and history. We have 

also sat with the reality that Christ is risen and 

our faith is not merely informational, but ex-

periential and alive.   

 

Our book of order describes Confirmation as 

the time when the church calls our young peo-  

ple to make public their personal profession of 

faith and their acceptance of responsibility in 

the life of the church.  We are excited to cele-

brate together these students and the work that 

God is doing in their lives to bring them into a 

deeper, and more mature faith. 

 

I am encouraged that our church stands with 

students in their lives and in their faith.  Lead-

ers like Ted Borer have spent hours teaching, 

serving, and laughing alongside students, and 

mentors carry on the work of walking with stu-

dents, sharing their faith in real and tangible 

ways.   

 

We can be assured that we do take seriously the 

vows we make at baptism.  You are invited and 

welcome to come out on June 4th to participate 

in fulfilling the promises you and others made 

to nurture and care for our young people as 

they are confirmed and we all remember the 

promise God has for us.   

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Register through May 12 

$25/child, ages 4 through 6th grade 

July 31-August 4 – 9:15 am – 12:15 pm 

Click here for information & forms online. 
 
 

 

Register through May 12 

$25/child, ages 4 through 6th grade 

July 31-August 4 – 9:15 am – 12:15 pm 

Click here for forms online. 

YOUTH @ PPC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

http://pennpres.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/2017-VBS-Registration-and-Release-Form.pdf
http://pennpres.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/2017-VBS-Registration-and-Release-Form.pdf
http://pennpres.org/vacation-bible-school/
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PARISH CALLERS @ PPC                     SENIORS @ PPC  

 
 NO BROWN BAG LUNCH IN MAY OR JUNE 

 

 

 

 

 

  

. 

PRES PLUS WILL VISIT  

SAYEN GARDENS   

ON THURSDAY, MAY 18, 2017 
 

The Sayen Gardens in historic Hamilton Square 

are a sanctuary for nature lovers and garden en-

thusiasts.  Our visit will be just in time to see 

their beautiful azaleas in bloom. Meet at the 

church at 10:00 a.m. to car pool to Hamilton 

Square.  After a leisurely walk around the gar-

dens, we’ll have lunch at a local restaurant.  If 

you have questions, call Bob Macek or Suzanne 

Keough on 609-737-3149. 
 

Older Adult Sunday - May 7 

Rev. Dr. John E. White Returns 
 

The PCUSA designates the first week in May 

as Older Adult Week, because older adults are 

the backbone of our church, our nation and the 

world. Older Adult Week helps congregations 

honor aging as a natural part of living and to af-

firm the worth of persons in all stages of devel-

opment and at all functional levels. At Penning-

ton Presbyterian Church, it is our custom to 

have a special service and coffee hour recogniz-

ing all our older adults, especially the faithful 

people who have been members of our church 

for 50 or more years.   
 

This year we are delighted to welcome back 

Rev. Dr. John E. White, Princeton Seminary’s 

dean of student life and vice president for stu-

dent relations, whose preaching so inspired us 

last year. All ages are invited to join the cele-

bration! 
 

(Below: Rev. White greeting Grace Scheetz & 

Marge Ryan at the reception in 2016.) 

 

Deacons @ PPC 

The All Church Worship and Picnic at Kunkel Park 

will be on Sunday, June 11, starting at 10:15 am.  

Sign-ups begin Sunday, May 14 during coffee 

hour.  Please plan to bring a dessert or a salad.  

Deacons provide hamburgers, hot dogs and veggie 

burgers. Come join us for worship and great fellow-

ship under the trees! Bring a chair or blanket if you 

can. 
 
 

 

COMMUNION TO 

SHUT-IN MEMBERS 

DURING APRIL 2017 

 April 11 – Rev. David Hallgren and Ginny Manzer 

took communion to members at Pennswood.  They 

also shared joys and concerns.  Those present were 

Margy Coats, Priscilla Gilman, Bill and Barbara 
McQuoid, Dusty Mulder, Paul and Marty Scheirer. 

April 12 – Rev. Nancy Schluter and Marilyn Fabian 

took communion to Lynne and Dick Stives at Bran-

dywine and Edna Neu also at Brandywine. 

April 13 – Rev. Nancy Mikoski and Barbara Pratt 

took communion to Lynda Matthei at her home in 
Pennington. 

April 14 – Rev. Gordon Mikoski and Dee Wilson 

took communion to Grace Clark and Stella Stewart 

at St. Joseph’s in Lawrenceville.  Then to Charles 
and Dorothy Bryan at their home. 

April 18 – Rev. Nancy Mikoski and Walter Jackson 
took communion to Ruth Morewood at Attleboro. 

Mildred Young was not able to have communion 
due to illness. 

Everyone appreciates our taking communion to 
them and we enjoy visiting them.   

(Thank you Dee Wilson for the summary.) 

 

 

tel:(609)%20737-3149


 

 

 

 

 

 

ADULT MEETINGS AND EVENTS 
 

5/5 10:00 am Older Adult Ministry meets 

5/8 7:00 pm Discipleship Team meets 

5/8 7:30 pm 
Worship & Music, Membership, Christian 

Education, and Mission meet 

5/13 9:00 am 
“Walking with Families” – pancake breakfast 

(See article on page 8.) 

5/16 7:00 pm  Support Team meets 

5/16 7:30 pm 
Facilities, Communications, and Stewardship 

meet 

5/18 10:00 am 
PresPlus trip to visit Sayen Gardens (See arti-

cle on page 6.)  

5/18 3:30 pm HomeFront cooks 

5/20 10:00 am Pennington Day (until 4 pm) (service day) 

5/22 10:30 am Parish Callers meet 

5/22 7:00 pm Session meets, inc. meeting with confirmands 

5/23 7:00 pm Personnel committee meets 

6/6 7:00 pm Care Team meets 

6/6 6:30 pm Deacons and Session joint potluck 

 

 

 

 

Our world needs peace. 

Add your prayers for the peoples of the 

world - one country at a time. 
 

May 7 Guadeloupe 

May 14 Guam 

May 21 Guatemala 

May 28 Guinea 

June 4 Guinea Bissau 
 

Information about all the countries we have 

prayed for is at http://pennpres.org/pray-for-

our-world/.   
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Repeating Schedules 
 

¶ Bell Choir: Thursdays @ 6:45 pm (except May 4) 

¶ Adult Choir: Thursdays @ 8:00 pm  

¶ Shalom: Wednesdays @ 9:15 am; expects to wrap up on May 24 until the fall 

¶ Genesis Ensemble: After worship on Sundays 

¶ Gloria Deo Ensemble: Thursdays at 6:45 pm 

¶ Cherub Ensemble: During worship on Sundays, after Time with Children – through May 7 

¶ Children’s Sunday School and Adult Thoughtful Christian: Sundays @ 9 am (through May 21) 

 

 

 

 
 

Join in the good conversation over coffee. (Have 

you heard about this new aspect of TC? Conversa-

tion about faith in our everyday lives over coffee! 

Just bring your own mug.) This final series is fo-

cusing on creating meaning in your life, deciding to 

be environmentally sustainable, choosing gratitude, 

living mindfully, connecting your personal values 

and actions to the larger picture, finding power in 

making real change in your lives and communities. 

Also included are the messages from the Slow 

Church (intentionality, awareness of mutual inter-

dependence, and attentiveness to the world around 

us and the work of God in our community.) These 

discussions are led by Carol Meyer and Ted Borer. 

 

 

These will be the final performances of the year! 

They will feature a wide variety of music ranging 

from the Renaissance to the 21st century, including 

such composers as Gibbons, Morley, Whitacre, 

Halley, Dello Joio, Arnesen, and more, with strings 

and piano accompaniment. Our Laura McMillan is 

a member. Tickets may be purchased online at can-

tusnovus.org or through Laura McMillan. 

¶ Friday, May 5, 8 pm, Trinity Episcopal 

Church, Solebury, PA 

¶ Saturday, May 6, 8 pm, St. Paul’s Episcopal 

Church, Doylestown, PA  

¶ Sunday, May 7, 4 pm, St. Andrew’s Episco-

pal Church, Yardley, PA  

 

 

“LIVING SIMPLY IN A COMPLEX WORLD” 

CONTINUES THOUGHTFUL CHRISTIAN  

DIALOG THROUGH MAY 21 

CANTUS NOVUS WILL PERFORM MAY 5, 6 

& 7 AT AREA CHURCHES 

“SING WE ENCHANTED” 

http://pennpres.org/pray-for-our-world/
http://pennpres.org/pray-for-our-world/
http://cantusnovus.org/
http://cantusnovus.org/
http://cantusnovus.org/Trinity-spring-2017
http://cantusnovus.org/Trinity-spring-2017
http://cantusnovus.org/st-paul-spring-2017
http://cantusnovus.org/st-paul-spring-2017
http://cantusnovus.org/st-andrews-spring-2017
http://cantusnovus.org/st-andrews-spring-2017


  

                                                                                                                                                                                                            

  

 

 

 

PASTOR’S THOUGHTS (cont’d from page 1)       Musical Ministry @ PPC 

be our prayer this Sunday, and every Sunday, no 

matter how old or how young we are. 

 

“I was there to hear your borning cry, I’ll be there 

when you are old. I rejoiced the day you were 

baptized to see your life unfold. I was there when 

you were but a child with a faith so suit you well; 

in a blaze of light you wandered off to find where 

demons dwell. When you heard the wonder of the 

Word, I was there to cheer you on. You were 

raised to praise the living Lord to whom you now 

belong. If you find someone to share your time 

and you join your hearts as one, I’ll be there to 

make your verses rhyme from dusk till rising sun. 

In the middle ages of your life, not too old, no 

longer young, I’ll be there to guide you through 

the night, complete what I’ve begun. When the 

evening gently closes in and you shut your weary 

eyes, I’ll be there as I have always been with just 

one more surprise. I was there to hear your born-

ing cry, I’ll be there when you are old. I rejoiced 

the day you were baptized to see your life un-

fold.” 

 

In Christ, 

 

MAY 21 – YOUTH MUSICAL – “BY THE SEA” 

GENESIS AND GLORIA DEO ENSEMBLES 
 

This musical recalls incidents from the life of Je-

sus that took place along the shores of the Sea of 

Galilee, in and near the town of Capernaum.  In-

cluded are the calling of the fishermen to be disci-

ples, the healing of the Centurion’s servant, the 

Sermon on the Mount, the Feeding of the Multi-

tude, and the Crucifixion/Resurrection. These in-

cidents are all re-told by people who were there 

as they share their experiences with three Seekers 

representing the hungry, sick, and friendless.  
 

 

 

 

On May 13, 9:00 am, in Heritage Hall, on the Sat-

urday before Mother’s Day, there will be a spe-

cial pancake breakfast for parents of young chil-

dren. Our theme is “Walking with Families.” You 

relax and eat while the children play. Enjoy the 

fellowship and share how Pennington Presbyter-

ian Church can help you raise your children in 

faith. 

 

 

 

 

You may RSVP to the church office at 609-737-

1221, extension 10 or office@pennpres.org. 
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O Lord, may we be more aware of just how blessed we 

are as a nation. May we be more grateful for our bless-

ings, more faithful in our stewardship, and more eager 

to share our blessings with others. Amen 

Memorial Day is May 29  
 

Let us remember in prayer all those who made 

the ultimate sacrifice for the freedoms we en-

joy every day. And, those who have served 

and are serving. 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Parents of Young Children @ PPC 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

May you continue to know the overwhelming 

blessings of the One who created all things. 

May you be an instrument of justice and peace 

in the world. May you continue to grow in 

knowledge and wisdom. May your bonds with 

family and friends continue to lift you up as 

you meet the challenges of the next chapter.   

 

BLESSINGS TO OUR 2017 

GRADUATES AND THEIR  

PARENTS AND GRANDPARENTS 
 

 


